Applicants: Van Hoye et al 
Int'l Filing Date: 10/09/2001 
Preliminary Amendment 

Amendments to the Claims : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the parent 
application. 

By this amendment: Dependent Claim 10 is canceled and new Claim 19 is substituted 
therefor. New Claims 20 through 23 are added. Claims 1 through 7 are withdrawn, and Claim 8 is 
amended to make it depend from new Claim 19. The added portions are underlined and the 
deleted portions are stricken through. 

1. (currently withdrawn) I n a l uggag e cas e hav i ng at le ast on e outer sh ell , tho sh ell in turn 
hav i ng a g e n e ra ll y broad fac e , this broad fac e form e d of a fabr i c pan el , th e improvem e nt compr is ing 
an inj e ct i on mold e d fram e attach e d to an e dg e of th e fabr i c pan e l, and an autogenous l y formed 
bond b e tw e en th e fram e and th e fabric pan el . 

2. (currently withdrawn) In th e l uggag e cas e of Claim 1 wh e r e in th e sh ell ha s a sor i os of wa ll s 
upstanding from the broad fac e , th e i nj e ct i on mold e d frame i ntegra ll y form i ng th e s e ri es of 
upstand i ng wa l ls. 

3. (currently withdrawn) I n th e l uggag e cas e of C l aim 2 wh e r e in th e upstand i ng ser ie s of wal l s 
consist of a back wa ll , a front wal l , and s i d e wa ll s e xt e nd i ng b e tw ee n th e front wa l l and th e back 

4. (currently withdrawn) In a l uggag e cas e hav i ng at le ast on e out e r sh ell , th e sh ell in turn 
hav i ng a g e nera ll y broad fac e , th i s broad f a c e form e d of a fabric pan el , th e i mprov e m e nt compr i sing 
an i nj e ct i on mold e d fram e attach e d to an e dg e of th e fabric pan el , th e inj e ct i on mo l ded fram e 
i nt e gra ll y form i ng a s e r ie s of upstanding wa l l s consist i ng of a back wall, a front wa ll , and s i de walls 
e xt e nding b e tw e en th e front wa l l a nd th e back wall, and an autog e nously form e d bond b e tw ee n th e 
fram e and th e fabric pan e l wh e r e in th e back wa ll i nc l ud e s int e gra ll y form e d h i ng e s for h i ng e d l y 
attach i ng th e sh ell to th e r e st of th e l uggag e cas e . 

5. (currently withdrawn) In th e l uggag e cas e of Cla i m 2 wh e r ei n th e front wal l includ e s at le ast 
on e latching d e vic e for s e l e ct i v el y holding th e sh ell to th e re6t of th e l uggag e cas e . 

6. (currently withdrawn) I n th e luggag e cas e of C l aim 1 wh e r e in th e pan el furth e r i nclud e s a 
l ay e r of t e xtil e fabr i c a nd a lay e r of a foam po l ym e r to stiff e n th e t e xti le fabric lay e r. 

7. (currently withdrawn) In th e luggage cas e of C l aim 1 wh e r e in th e bond b e tw ee n the fram e 
and fabr i c pan el e xtends around s ubstantia ll y th e e nt i r e p e r i ph e ry of th e pan e l. 

8. ( currently amended) In the luggage case of Claim §19 wherein the fabric and the foam 
layer are laminated to one another to form a laminated panel having a periphery, the periphery of 
the panel having an edge portion upstanding from the major dimension of the panel, the extreme 
edge of the peripheral edge portion having a cut edge, the cut edge being hidden by the injection 
molded frame attached thereto. 
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9. (previously amended) In a luggage case having at least one outer shell, the shell in turn 
having a generally broad face, this broad face formed of a fabric panel, the improvement comprising 
an injection molded frame attached to an edge of the fabric panel, and an autogenously formed 
bond between the frame and the fabric panel, wherein the autogenously formed bond between the 
frame and fabric panel extends around substantially the entire periphery of the panel, and wherein 
the panel further includes a layer of textile fabric and a layer of a foam polymer and has a thickness 
dimension perpendicular to the major dimension and generally equal to the thickness of the fabric 
and the foam layer, but the thickness of the extreme edge thereof being substantially less than the 
thickness dimension. 

1 0. (currently withdrawn) I n th e l uggage ca se of claim 2 wh e r ei n th e fram e further i nc l ud e s a 
thick sect i on adjac e nt th e seri e s of wa ll , th e th i ck s e ct i on i ncluding tho autog e nous bond. 



1 1 . (previously withdrawn) A process of forming a shell of a luggage case from a laminated panel 
having a peripheral edge portion, and made of a foam panel layer and a fabric covering and an 
injection molded frame, comprising the steps of positioning the peripheral edge portion inside an 
injection mold for forming the frame, and injecting plastic material into the mold to form an 
autogenous bond between the plastic material and the edge portion. 



12. (previously withdrawn) A process of forming a shell of a luggage case as set forth in claim 11 
wherein the step of positioning includes holding the edge portion against an inside surface of an 
injection mold for forming the frame, and injecting fluid plastic into the mold while maintaining the 
peripheral edge portion against the inside surface of the mold. 

13. (previously withdrawn) A process of forming a shell of a luggage case as set forth in Claim 12 
wherein the inside surface of the mold is a surface that forms an inside surface of the finished shell. 

14. (previously withdrawn) A process of forming a shell of a luggage case as set forth in Claim 12 
including leading the plastic material to a portion of the mold adjacent to the peripheral edge portion 
before substantially filling the mold with plastic material, whereby the plastic material adjacent the 
peripheral edge portion helps to maintain the peripheral edge portion against the inside surface of 
the mold. 

15. (previously withdrawn) A process of forming a shell of a luggage case as set forth in claim 14 
further including supplying a mold cavity having a portion thereof sized to create relatively thin web 
portions of the frame, and a thick portion immediately adjacent to the peripheral edge portion, and 
introducing the plastic material into the mold cavity at the thick portion, whereby the plastic material 
preferentially fills the thick portion prior to filling the remainder of the mold cavity. 

16. (previously withdrawn) A process of forming a shell of a luggage case as set forth in claim 15 
further including the step of introducing into the thick portion a second fluid along with the plastic 
material, whereby a hollow section is formed in the thick portion of the completed shell. 

17. (previously withdrawn) A process of forming a shell of a luggage case as set forth in claim 16 
wherein the second fluid is a gas. 

18. (previously withdrawn) A process of forming a shell of a luggage case as set forth in claim 16 
wherein the second fluid is a blowing agent. 
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19. (new) In a luggage case having at least one outer shell, this shell in turn having a generally 
broad face, this broad face formed of a fabric panel with edge portions surrounding its periphery, 
the improvement comprising an injection molded frame attached to and extending bevond the edge 
portion of the fabric panel, and an autogenouslv formed bond between the frame and the edge 
portion of the fabric panel, wherein the frame comprises a series of relatively thin upstanding walls 
and a relatively thick edge portion adjacent the series of walls, the relatively thick portion including 
said autogenous bond. 

20. (new) In the luggage case of claim 19 wherein the upstanding series of walls consist of a 
back wall, a front wall, and side walls extending between the front wall and the back wall. 

21. (new) In the luggage case of claim 20 wherein the back wall includes integrally formed 
hinges for hingedlv attaching the shell to the rest of the luggage case. 

22. (new) In the luggage case of claim 19 wherein the upstanding front wall includes at least 
one latching device for selectively holding the shell to the rest of the luggage case. 

23. (new) In the luggage case of claim 19 wherein the fabric panel includes a layer of textile 
fabric and a layer of foam polymer to stiffen the textile fabric layer. 
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Respectfully submitted, 





GrtegopyA/V. O'Connor, #28576 
Atflorpley for Applicants 
SaWisonite Corporation 
11200 East 45 th Avenue 
Denver, Colorado 80239 
Telephone: 303-373-6165 
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